[Infectious complications of implantable catheters in HIV infected patients. Retrospective study of 46 patients].
Investigate the rate of infection in HIV positive patients with an implantable venous access device. Forty-six totally implantable venous access devices (port-a-cath, PAC) were inserted in 46 HIV infected patients between January 1990 and May 1992. We analyzed the rate of infectious complications and tried to find predictive factors. There were five infectious complications in five patients. The total complication rate was 0.06 per 100 catheter days. Staphylococcus aureus was responsible in two cases, Staphylococcus epidermidis was responsible in one case and Acinetobacter in one case. No predictive factor was recognized. The rate of PAC infection was lower than in other published studies concerning HIV-infected patients. Totally implantable central venous access devices play an increasingly important role in the clinical management of HIV-related diseases. We have shown that the PAC device is safe and convenient in HIV-infected patients.